‘Sir Everard Deh. Fraseer, B.C. .G., 
HsB.tse Consul-General, a 
Shanghai. 


My Gear Sir Everard, — Confidential. aihe 


It hae been ascertained that J. 
Rothman is in the hebit of vibiting certain prostitutes, 
proprietors of low clasa bars, coffee rhops, ete. befor 
Ghat tis masqueredes ae a high official in tho sritish 
Coneular Service, and alro of the So1ice,in which 
capacity he terrorisss and offers his servicer ta 


protect his victims in return, arrarently, for a 


ei 
certsin remuneration. | 


Rothman has in his possession a nurber a” photerrsyts 


of rcsidents in the settlerernt. ‘“Thene he is ir the 


habit of exhibiting in order to shew '4i- outhority 


@s a Consular or Folice official. A nurher of neople 


in the Konskew ard Yaysido adietricts, wie tove heen 


threatened by him, are reluctant te cere forvarda nord 


make a stetement arainst Nim which roer te chow thet 


he hes influence over this claes of people whe evddent Yr jx 


believe hir to te what he profeeses. 2 : bh 


In this connexion I have to state thet fbhrarevitch, 
Proprietor of the Concordia Har, WOssuns herd, rea 
conculted the ioléce for ativice rerardi-s- to¢*san 
wio hae threatened to take his liccnsre aVAT « These ao be 
Parties have hada troubdvte ove 


roroncye rattere.s oo. |. ae 


to bring the charges home to him, as his. viotiys: 


‘are afraind tc lodge a complaint against hin. = 


Yours sincerely, 


a - 
é _ 


>thiman’s: bad reputation is well knowr to varfeus 
ra. of the Detective Branch, but it is di*ficult 


fet 


REPORT ON... ome nam ©, Britde@h Subsect oe eee 
dd 28 eSohmiat eo. Forwarded by.. . Viief Detective.itns, .-.: 
_._ Sirs: es gi inta:, 


_Peferences te inguiries made re the abeve named persen, I find 


_ matter. 


I mest ee ae beg te ¢ Sates that in 


that the man is in the habit cf geing reund certain residents ef _ 


_the Settlement te wit: The lewer clase of Jews, Proprieters ef 


lew clase Bars, Ceffee Sheps, Prestitutes, etc. before which he 


_maequferades as a high Official in the British Consular service, 


@ise ef the Pelige. By deing so he levies a ferm of Black-=- 


mail en these peeple, whem he is in the habit ef terrorising 
by effering his services as such Official to protect them, fer 
which he is evidently paid a certain renumeration. He has. 
im his pessesion certain phetegraphs of Residents ef the 


Settlement, these he is im the habit ef exhibiting to shew his 


eautherity as Cenmsular er Pelicse orrdser, or otherwise, as 
cireumstances permit. He has te the best ef ny knewledge 


threatened a number cf people in Hengkew and Wayside cinteiete ra 


these people are very reluctant te ceme forward and say pee 
anything against him, therefere this in its self will shew the 


pewer be haa ever this class ef peeple, who evidentiy belive 
him t@ be whet he prefesses.- 


One case in particular has been PERE SS te me perscnalt. bg_one 
Man named Abremevitch, | preprieter ef the Concordia Bar, 


Weeaung Read, who came te the Hemgkew Station fer advice in the 


He stated that this man Rothman had threatened we: es 


take his License away, the reasem given being that the partiee:_ 
hed, had certain tretible ever some money matters. 


These few facts will shew what_a great held this man has en 


FILE NOT FOUND (CFII¥) 


Letter dated March 19 with enclcsure far Pugh 


Rothnan 
making oerte.in om tions against ir. Auramoviteh 
the eensee oF +t pnaorate Hotel, C. pase Woosury Road. 


ib. Soraiovat sh Dae held a ihinictnos) Weence For 4a aryl class 
Sserga Sor ueny ytIirs. He hes charg23 bie Naticraality sAaveral 


t4umen ard has Deer. registers) in the Itaitan, French and derma: 


Consulates . 

Yestorfay 2 notice appeared in tue Worth Clrira Matly Kews to 
th effect thst he had renown! tin Gorman Nat Lonality . a 
eherefore sent anda tulé him that he mast get a fresh appl ieatien 


aft by 8 Corsul before his Liea:6e car be renewed. 


5 tcww nothing of tre alleged violation of the terr.ec 


oor V4t@ous, this 45 1f sourse 4 Pottoe ratter. 


Arpenfied 48 4 nets of tue Licences hela Dy Mr. Abracoviton 
etarst LEGS. Lo umdecancsd @ he ts actually 2 Rounerton, 


po? grevace: °f Danes. 


a 


. 


FILE NOT FOUND (CFII¥) 


The. Acting Secretary >» 


S<M.O«. De. Abramov tc e 


With reference to J. Rothman's letter to you .. 
ated March 19, copy of which has been forwarded to. 
me for copment, I have to state that enquiries ro to 
show that Abramcvitch sold a half ghare in his . 
pusinees tc an American nered Mrsz Mary Georre 
some months ago for $1,500.00. Although the roney 
was peid they never entered into partnership, and 
are at present negotiating with a view to revoking 
the bergain. 

Abramovitoh admits that he has from time to time 
allowed sailors in uniform to sleep for a night in 
bis hotel -itnout entering their names in his Book. 
He states that he was under the misaprrehension that 
no entry was required unless the lodgers stayed for 
a dav or more. Enquiriee have failed to elicit any 
proof of the alleration tiat he barbcured bad 
characters, xnowingly or otherwiece. 

Avramovitoh had troubles with his wife in 1910, 
but the allegation that she died cn eceoornt of ‘. 
411 treatment eat his hands is, s0 fer ar can be 
learned, without foundation. One of his three 
deceased children, to whom Rothman referee, died 
gome years after her marriage to a Spaniard named 
Naftaly, so the statement that she succumbed to her, 


father's 111 treatment would arresr to te doubtful. 


_ Abramoviten Claims that he seased to be a protege. 
“ef: the German Consulate of his own accord, 


but he «= } 
ae wet refuses to give the reason. ‘ 


There is a rumour current among the lower cless: 


Europeans cf Hongkew that Rothman approached Abramo- * 


R vaitoh some time ago, and told him that China was about 


a fo break off diplomatic relations with Germany, and ' 


‘that German property .in China would be confiscated, 
, Being the owrer of a Piece of land in Yangtszeroo, 
x 


Abramovitch became alarmed and cancelled his 


registration. Fe then requested Rotrman to eet the 


Pelgiar Coneulate to rrotect him and prorised to pay 


$25 tn. th cai for this services Réthman demanded 


$50, but Abramovitch would not pay that sume. This 


seems to be the oniv explanation of Rothman's e 


a 
vindictive attitude towards him,  — 


Everyboay, who had had occasion to come in touch 


‘sith Abranovitch, speaks yell of him, and pays a 


tribute to hie thri*t and industry. He is beyana alr 


and SOTO ree that his: 
living child is rarrtedi to a Frenchmen, 


doubt a Koumanian by birth, 


only it is” 


Probuble thet hie political learinors are with the 


Aliies,. 


—_> 4 
fe: ogee F 


Captain-Superintement of Police. * | 


oe wwwime GENTRAL POLICE 
é ‘ 


26th March, 


REPORT ON. Rothman..Denounces D. Abramovitch............ 


ive inspector: 


ct 


Made by....D»S-eGivens: Forwarded by... Gniet Bete 


pera 


Enquiries go to show that Abramovitch sold a half share _ 

in his business to an American named Krs. Mary George some 

_mgths ago for $1,500.00. Although the.money was paid, they _ 
never entered into partnership, and are at present. negotiating _ 

with a view to crying off the bargain, P es : Secalou 


Abramovitch admits that he has from time to time allowed 


sailors in. uniform to sleep for a night in his hotel without 


under the misapprehension that no entry was required unless 
the lodgers stayed for a Gay or more. : 
Enquiries have failed to elicit any proof of the allegation 

that Abramovitch harboured bad characters, knowingly or. 
otherwise. HM. had trouble with his wife in 1910, but the 
allegation that she died because of 421-treatement at his 
hands is, as far as can be learned, without foundation. One * 
of his fkree deceased children, to whom Rothman refers, died 
some years after her marraige to a Spainard named Naftaly, 
s0 the statement that she succumbed to her father's ill-— 
treatment is rather far fetched. 

Abramovitch claims that he withdrew from the German 
Consulate of his own accord, tut will not exrnlain why. 

There is a rumour current among the lower class Europeans 
of Hongkew that Rothman approached Abramovitch some time BaZO, 


and told him that China was about to break off diplomatic 
vt Reider 


relations with GrRéra, and that Germans’ property would be 


entering their names in his book. He states that he was 
| confiscated. Being the owner of a piece of land in Yangtsepoo 


(2) 


Ct oe a. , a 


__Abramovitch became alarmed, and cancelled his registration. _ 
_He then requested Rothman to get the Bel rn Consulate to 
_protect him ana promised to pay $25.00 in return for this 


service. | Rothman ‘demanad$50 .00, but Abramovitch would not 


ay that sum. This seems _to be the only explanation of 


_Rothman's vindictive attitude towards him. Everybody, who has 
Ce er to come in touch with Abramovitch, speaks well of 
him, and pays a tribute to his thrift anda industry. He is 
beyond all jioubt a Roumanian by birth, and considering that 

his only living child is married to a Frenchman, it is likely 


that his political leanings are with the Allies. 


Iam; Sir, 


| Your y servant, 
I 
+ 


Detective Serreant. 


Chier Detective Inspector. 


© emanates 
Ee : BPaistey. 
z. No... Fece. : 


a TP. BRON PENDENT or POLICE 

FOR EgT. Soe a? By, 

ra os ae Peet 
< : 5 et on te 19d r 


Be! 43, , Wuchang Roi 


Shanghai, March. 19th, ‘1917. 


Dear Sir, 


Municipal Council. | 
F 1 
i 


ae I peg to draw to your attention the fo Llowing 


“Pacts: 


{ 
That I know man named D. Abramovitch keeping a second , | 
class tavern knowrm as the Ooncordia Hotel at No. C 1538 Woosung | 
Road, who was registered at the German Oonsulate just previous 
to the war, after having been struck off the French Register as 
an undesirable character, and previous to that was struck off 
the Italian Register. He was struck off the German register two 
~~ days ago for misusing his Munieipal license in connection with the 
_Ooncordia Hotel. He has viotated Clauses 7, 8 and 10 of the 
Conditions printed at tire back of the forms of application for 
tavern license. For the purpose of renewing his license which has 
to be endorsed by a Consul, he has tried to claim protection at the 
various Consulates but was refuseds he is now trying to claim 
Russian protection. I have notified the Russian authorities of 
this, and beg to enclose herewith copy of a letter addressed to the 
Russian Oonsul—General on the subvject. 
Yours faithfully, 
J. Rothman. 


6.0 P Y. 


AMERICAN OONSULAR SERVICE, 
Shanghai, China, March 15, 1917. 


Subject: GEORGE ABRAMOVITVH CONTROVERSY . 


Messrs. Koenig & Ettinger, 
la, Jinkee Road, 
Shanghai. 


Gentlemen, 

. By direction of the Sonsul General and replying to your 
letter of this date, I have to inform vou that repeated requeste 
of Mrs. George for the approval of this Consulate General to 
support her application for a tavern license have been met with 
refusal for reasons given Mrs. George. at the time of her applications. 
We are not prepared to alter our decision inthe matter. 

In regard to the present controversy between Mrs. George and 
Mr. Abramovitch, no official cognizance can be taken in the mtter 
by this Consulate General. The request for the appointment of an 
official referee by this Consulate General must, therefore, be 
refused. 
Very respectfully yours, 
(Signed) Geo. F. Bickford, 


American Vice—Consul 
In charge of General Office. 


eee cee pentane wep een nema peuannlgennsaimntapalbasngtebl Rie i 
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SMBNGHAL, 
March I3th., I9I7. 


I, the undersigned, a Turkish subject under German protestion, 
being a party to a sontroversy with one Mre. Mary George, an 
American citizen, do hereby appoint Mr. Koning to present me in 

an arbitration proceeding in order to settle the controversy above 
referred to and do hereby bind myself +o abide by the decision 


arrived at by the referee appointed by Mrs. George and myself. 


(Signed) D. Avramovitsoh. 


WITNESSES — 


(Signed) Charles A. Williams. 


A. Ettinger. 


“4 ‘4 March I9th., i227. 
ene” 6 : 


4 as Rxoellency V. Grosse, 
Russian Consul General, 
Shanghai. 
Sirs— 


I beg to inform you that I have some information from a reliable 


source and beg to respectfully submit sare to youe A man named 


D. Abramovitch keeping a sesond class tavern known as the Concordia 


Hotel, at CIS538 Woosung Road, who was struck off the Register of the 


Italian Consulate and afterwards was struck off the Trench Register 


Rentem the War and who became a German su' »ject, has for some reason 


ipa struck of? the German Register about two days ago. It is alleged 


that as he is an undesirable character, he is not f4t to have his 


siednwe renewed for the Concordia Hotel, also for violating the Muni- 


Cipal Regulations. Now as he is desirous of hatang this license re— 


wewed and not being able to have this done without the assistance of 


an allied Consul, it is his intention to get a Russian gentieman to 


prove his inientity as a Roumanian, and so become a Russian protegee,. 


I beg to state further that the above mentioned D. Abramovitch 
wrote on the Ist Marah last to the Prenah Consul General in Prensh, 


written by Mr. Ettinger, beseeshing the Freneh authorities to permit 


him besoming a French protegee again, but his request was refused, 


His motive for doing this is not one of loyalty, but merely to suit 


his own ends, namely to get an allied Cons 


1 to endorse the renewal 
of his license. 


About two years ago he threw his wife out of his house, ashe 
had no means cf support, and being stranded for 8 months became ili, 


and Pinally succumbed and died, after being married to this man for 


thirty years, with 4 children, 3 of which died through 4111 treatment. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant. 


9 Kkeot Merri 


